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Forte Design Systems Announces Opening of Forte KK in Japan

Subsidiary to Provide Direct Sales and Support for Japanese Market

San Jose, Calif./Yokohama, Japan — May 10th, 2004 — Forte Design Systems, a leading
provider of products that enable high level design, today announced the official opening of
Forte Design Systems KK. The wholly owned subsidiary will provide sales and support services
for Japanese customers. Ikuo Yamada will lead the Shin Yokohama-based operation as
Representative Director, Forte KK, and Director of Sales, Japan.

“Japan has taken a leading role in the adoption of high level design and SystemC,” said Jacob
Jacobsson, president and CEO of Forte Design Systems. “Yamada-san’s longtime experience
and strong relations with the Japanese electronics industry will allow Forte to further dedicate
itself to the success of its Japanese customers. We look forward to building a strong long-term
presence in Japan.”

“l am very pleased to join the Forte team and look forward to the opportunity to bring
behavioral synthesis to the Japanese market,” said Ikuo Yamada. “The demand for SystemC-
based products, especially synthesis, is growing in Japan as more companies recognize
improvements in productivity and quality of results attainable with this flow.”

Mr. Yamada has over 20 years of experience in the EDA and electronics industries in technical,
sales, and management roles. Prior to joining Forte, Mr. Yamada was a General Manager at
Innotech Corporation. He has an engineering degree from Nagoya University. Joining Mr.
Yamada, and responsible for technical support in Japan, will be Takashi Sakurai and Takashi
Suzuki, both well known in Japan for their early work in the logic synthesis area.

Forte Design Systems KK is located at Kaede Dai2 Building 3F, 2-5-10, Shin Yokohama,
Kouhoku-ku, Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa-ken, 222-0033, Japan, and can be contacted directly
at 045-478-2268 or at japan@ForteDS.com. Complete information about Forte’s Japanese
operation is located on Forte’s web site at www.ForteDS.com/japan.
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About Forte Design Systems

Forte Design Systems is a leading provider of software products that enable design at a
higher-level of abstraction. Forte’s innovative Cynthesizer behavioral synthesis product allows
design teams creating complex electronic systems from algorithmic designs using ASICs,
SoCs, and FPGAs to significantly reduce their overall design and verification time. Forte is
headquartered at 100 Century Center Court, San Jose, CA 95112. For more information, visit
us at www.ForteDS.com or at the Design Automation Conference in San Diego June 7-11,
2004 at booth #3820.
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